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Briefly 
 

From the 9th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(June 1) to Advent (November 30) we 
continue to read from Matthew’s Gospel. 
A major theme of Matthew is the 
Church’s universal mission to the world 
and our call to discipleship. For 
Matthew, love of God calls for a 
commitment to action. “Not everyone 
who says ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  but  only  the  one  

who does the will of my Father in heaven.” The law of love is 
demanding and the gospel speaks of the conditions for 
discipleship—a discipleship founded in our Baptism.  It is not 
enough to be pious if we are not willing to commit ourselves to be 
Jesus’ disciples. 

Matthew’s stories highlight those conditions for discipleship—
total commitment to the Kingdom of God, readiness to deal with 
fearful, life-threatening encounters with evil.  So what are we to do? 
Matthew’s Gospel reveals the values that really matter to Jesus: 
practice what you preach, show compassion rather than burdening 
others, don’t use religion for self-glorification, let mercy and justice 
guide interpretation of the law, and expect religious leaders to show 
respect rather than arrogance toward the community. Challenging 
values! 

During this “Ordinary Time,” our faith community is blessed to 
witness two ordinations: Joe O’Donnell to the Permanent Diaconate 
and Ruel Mesa to the Order of Priesthood. Ruel spent his pastoral 
year in seminary at St. James and will be ordained August 22nd. 
Deacon Joe was ordained June 7th. Both of them are models for our 
discipleship. At the ordination of deacons (Ruel was ordained a 
deacon last year!) the Bishop and the Deacon hold the Book of the 
Gospels as the Bishop says, “Receive the Gospel of Christ, whose 
herald you now are.  Believe what you read, teach what you believe 
and practice what you teach.”  These words apply to each of us, not 
reserved for the clergy, but to each of us called to be his disciples—
“believe what you read in Scripture, teach what you believe and 
practice what you teach.” Be the best disciple you can be!  

Over the summer months consider taking time periodically, 
maybe a half hour each week,  to pick up your bible, read from 
scripture, reflect on what you have read, sharing with family 
members and friends, and make a special effort to practice 
discipleship at home, in the workplace, in the Davis community and 
among your faith community. And, let the Spirit surprise you! 

Peace, 
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We are looking for people who would be 

willing to help host the hospitality hours after the 
9:30 am masses beginning in the fall when the one 
year service of the group currently hosting them 
will end. 

If you can help, or have any questions, please 
call or email Vincent DiCarlo at 530-753-1324 or 
��������	�������
��
����   • Vincent DiCarlo 
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The 2008 St. James Auction will be held on 

Saturday, December 6.  The theme this year will 
be “Miracle on B Street” featuring 1940s vintage 
Hollywood.   • Tammi Salazar 

 

 

Deacon Joe O’Donnell (center) 
Ordained June 7, 2008 
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Our Forerunners in the Faith 
Nuestros Precursores en la Fe 

July/Julio 
St. Oliver/S. Oliverio Plunkett, 1629-1681 

 
He was born in Loughcrew, Ireland, of a well-

to-do family.  Drawn to the priesthood, he went to 
Rome at the age of 16 to pursue his studies.  He 
excelled in philosophy, theology, mathematics, and 
canon law.  He was ordained in 1654, and in 1657 
he was appointed professor of theology. 

Named Archbishop of Armagh in 1669, he 
arrived there in 1670 as primate of all Ireland.  
Irish Catholics had suffered greatly under 
Cromwell, but the restored British monarchy 
seemed more tolerant.  Archbishop Plunkett set 
about rebuilding, founding schools, ordaining 
priests, and confirming thousands of Catholics. 

But the respite from persecution was brief.  It broke 
out anew in 1673, and the archbishop had to go into 
hiding.  Captured six years later, he was sent to England 
for trial. 

Soon he was ensnared in the machinations of the 
ambitious Lord Shaftesbury. 

Shaftesbury made use of Titus Oates, who had 
fabricated a story about a plot to assassinate Charles II, 
among other things.  Many Catholics were executed, 
Archbishop Plunkett being the last.  The savage means 
used, typical for targets of hysterical public hatred, will 
not be described here. 

Oates fared much better than his victims.  He got an 
apartment in Whitehall and a generous income.  That did 
end within a few months, when his perjury was 
disclosed; and he did spend three years in prison.  But he 
was released after the “Glorious Revolution” of William 
and Mary, and he was granted a pension. 

There is a small memorial to St. Oliver and other 
martyrs at London’s Marble Arch.  It marks the site of 
the Tyburn gallows, where they were executed. 

His feast day is July 11. 

Nació en Loughcrew, Irlanda, de familia 
acomodada.  Atraído a la vocación de sacerdote, fue a 
Roma a los 16 años de edad para proseguir sus estudios.   
Sobresalió en filosofía, teología, matemática, y derecho 
canónico.  Se ordenó en 1654, y en 1657 fue nombrado 
profesor de teología. 

Hecho Arzobispo de Armagh en 1669, llegó a esa 
sede en 1670 como primado de toda Irlanda.  Los 
católicos irlandeses habían sufrido mucho bajo 
Cromwell, pero la restaurada monarquía británica 
exhibía más tolerancia.  El arzobispo Plunkett se dedicó 
a la reconstrucción, fundando escuelas, ordenando 
sacerdotes, y confirmando miles de católicos. 

Pero la persecución, tras breve tregua, empezó de nuevo 
en 1673, y el Arzobispo tuvo que esconderse.  Capturado seis 
años después, fue mandado a Inglaterra para ser enjuiciado. 

Pronto se encontró en la red de intrigas del ambicioso 
Lord Shaftesbury. 

Shaftesbury se sirvió de Tito Oates, que había inventado 
un lío sobre un complot para asesinar a Carlos II, entre otras 
cosas.  Se ejecutó a muchos católicos, el último el arzobispo 
Plunkett.  El método feroz, típico en caso de aquellos 
expuestos al odio histérico del público, no se describirá aquí. 

A Oates le fue mucho mejor que a sus víctimas.  Se le 
dio apartamento en Whitehall y abundantes ingresos.  Sí 
terminó eso en pocos meses, cuando se reveló su perjurio, y 
sí pasó tres años preso.  Pero fue puesto en libertad tras la 
“Revolución Gloriosa” de Guillermo y María, y obtuvo una 
pensión. 

Hay un pequeño indicio conmemorativo, dedicado a San 
Oliverio y otros mártires, en el Marble Arch de Londres.  Allí 
estuvo el antiguo patíbulo de Tyburn, donde fueron 
ejecutados. 

La fiesta de San Oliverio es el 11 de julio. 
 • Julian Irias / Julián Irías 

 

 

Support Newman Center’s Tijuana House Building 
Project With Work Projects  

  
This year, 25 students will leave Davis on December 26 to spend a week in Tijuana to 

help a family build a house. In addition to the gift of their time, talent and youthful energy, 
these students also bring gifts and treats to the young children they will daily encounter 
during building project. This effort is funded ($15,000 for transportation and building 
supplies) entirely by the students through several fund-raising activities. 

Summer Work Projects—college students are available during the summer to help with 
household projects and chores (yard work, cleaning gutters and windows, small repairs, 
moving furniture, painting, etc.).  Call Newman Center at 753-7393 to get some “helping 
hands” and support the Tijuana House Building Project. • Deacon Clark Goecker 
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Mother Teresa 
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Thirteen years ago, four families 
held a meeting to talk about 
forming a new ministry.  We all 
had young children.  We were all 
attending St. James Church.  And 
we all wanted our Catholic faith to 
be  more  than the  crying  room on  

Sundays.  From this meeting came the St. James Families 
Group.  It is not one of the standard ministries you find in a 
Catholic parish, and so we did not have a format to follow. 
 We have made it up as we went along.  We have tried out 
many ideas and activities, and are always open to new ones.   

Our mission has always been to support Catholic family 
life as a vocation through spiritual, social and service 
activities.  Our families have come in all sizes and ages, and 
everyone is always welcome.  We have celebrated our 
Catholic faith and traditions with family-friendly events.  We 
have shared ideas for bringing our faith into our homes.  But 
most of all, we have been a resource to each other as we strive 
to be Catholic families. 

Over the years, we have prayed and played together in 
many ways.  We have held workshops to make Advent 
wreaths, Paschal candles and rosaries, hosted panel 
discussions on Catholic marriage and family life, gardened, 
gathered for playgroups, prayer groups, picnics and potlucks.  
Our articles about Catholic family life have been a regular 
feature of the Scroll for many years.   

As I look back on our thirteen years, I have seen many 
children (including mine) grow up with the Families Group.  
My own family has experienced our Catholic faith at home 
and with other families in ways we would never have known 
without the Families Group.  It has been a blessing to me!  Of  

 
the four original families, three have children in college this 
fall.  My oldest is one of these, and my youngest is starting 8th 
grade and planning for high school.  Our needs as families 
have changed but our need for our Catholic faith has not. 

A small group of dedicated families have been the 
backbone of the Families Group.  We have planned and put on 
workshops and dinners, provided craft materials and 
resources, set up, cleaned up and done whatever else was 
needed. And, it has been a pleasure.  But, some of us have 
been at this for a long time…and we could use some help! 

We are just finalizing the calendar for activities in the 
coming year: 

October  – Living Rosary and Potluck Dinner 
November  – All Saints Party and Advent Wreath  
    Workshop 
 January  – Epiphany Party  
  Lent  – Crafts for Kids at Soup Nights and  
     Paschal Candle Workshop 
  May  – May Crowning and Ice Cream Social 

As you enjoy summer with your families, please consider 
getting involved with the Families Group.  Would you be 
interested in helping out with one of the activities on the 
Calendar?  Would you like to write an article about your 
experiences as a Catholic family for the Scroll?  Do you have 
an idea for a new activity or event that celebrates our Catholic 
faith?  The Families Group needs your help.   Please call me 
anytime at 757-2946 with your ideas, questions or to 
volunteer.  We will have a planning meeting sometime this 
summer to discuss the coming year, so watch the bulletin.  
May your family have a blessed summer.  We look forward to 
sharing our Catholic faith with you in the coming year.   

• Susan Holmes 
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Heavenly Father, 

Help us remember that the jerk who cut us off in traffic last night is a single mother who worked nine hours that day and is 
rushing home to cook dinner, help with homework, do the laundry, and spend a few precious moments with her children. 

Help us to remember that the pierced, tattooed, disinterested young man who can’t make change correctly is a worried 19-year-
old college student, balancing his apprehension over final exams with his fear of not getting his student loans for next semester. 

Remind us, Lord, that the scary looking bum, begging for money in the same spot every day (who really ought to get a job!) is a 
slave to addictions that we can only imagine in our worst nightmares. 

Help us to remember that the old couple walking annoyingly slowly through the store aisles and blocking our shopping progress 
are savoring this moment, knowing that, based on the biopsy report she got back last week, this will be the last year that they go 
shopping together. 

Heavenly Father, remind us each day that, of all the gifts you give us, the greatest gift is love.  It is not enough to share that love 
with those we hold dear.  Open our hearts not to just those who are close to us, but to all humanity.  Let us be slow to judge and 
quick to forgive, and to show patience, empathy, and love.  Amen • Marta Beres 
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Warm summer days are here and for many of us that 
means we long to get away. How do we do that and remain 
good stewards? A starting place might be to remember to 
make our usual monetary contributions before we go. Perhaps 
the next step is to find a church or churches to attend while we 
are gone. A useful website might be: 



���
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motels have lists of nearby churches and mass times. Since we 
are the visitors, we can pay attention and see how hospitality 
is practiced in that church. We can be grateful if we feel 
warmly welcomed and remember to be hospitable to visitors 
when we are at home.  

As we travel, we will be on the road both literally and 
metaphorically. We can be wide-awake and aware of the 
marvels of God’s creation wherever we go. As Mark Twain 
put it: “Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry and narrow-
mindedness, and many people need it solely on these 
accounts.” Whether we feel we need it or not, it certainly can 
enrich the way we see the world and each other.  

If we feel like deepening our spiritual life, we might 
consider spending some of it going on retreat or visiting a 
monastery. If we are able to go abroad we might contemplate 
visiting Iona in Scotland where St. Columba once lived. 
Lough Derg in Ireland is a pilgrimage site since the twelfth 
century where pilgrims make three Stations of the Cross each 
day while fasting and standing barefoot on rocks and stone. A 
less strenuous place in Ireland to visit is Knock, a place with 
authentic feeling of spiritual power. There are many other sites 
both abroad and here that can give us a sense of the sacred. 

We could also decide to go on a pilgrimage. The earliest 
Christian pilgrims went to the Holy Lands to trace Jesus’ 
footsteps. Next pilgrims started visiting the relics of holy 
people or saints. Many a pilgrim traipsed all the way across 
Europe on foot to visit Santiago de Compostela in Spain. 
Historically pilgrimages were risky since the roads were not 
safe. They were usually undertaken as an act of penance or for 
spiritual renewal. 

To embark on a pilgrimage is to take a long journey to a 
sacred place seeking a deeper Gospel life. It beckons us to 
know God better. It invites us to step beyond the edges of our 
comfort zone and to leave behind   our normal obligations and 

 

responsibilities in the interest of exploring what God wants us 
to become. Thomas Merton said: “The geographical 
pilgrimage is the symbolic acting out of an inner journey. The 
inner journey is the Interpolation of the meaning and the signs 
of the outer pilgrimage. One can have one without the other; it 
is best to have both.” 

Taking Merton’s words to heart, I am going on a 
pilgrimage tour of Assisi and Rome, Italy starting on July 24 
in order to explore the places where St. Francis and St. Clare 
lived. To simply walk down the streets where St. Francis and 
St. Clare walked will be wonderful. Perhaps it will enable me 
to see more with their eyes and their hearts. Pilgrimages are 
after all more than just trips. They are journeys pregnant with 
holiness. The land itself where Francis and Clare lived is 
reported to have a sacred quality to it, making it an ideal place 
for a transformative pilgrimage. 

There are many sacred sites to visit such as Lourdes in 
France, Fatima in Portugal, Medajugorje in Bosnia, Chimayo 
in New Mexico, St. Winifred’s Well in Wales, and St. 
Catherine’s Monastery in Egypt, to mention but a few.  

Because we cannot always get away to travel or go on a 
pilgrimage there are books and movies, which can enable us to 
do it at home. Sacred Journeys: An Illustrated Guide to 
Pilgrimages Around the World by Jennifer Westwood 
provides a description of pilgrimages in many, varied 
traditions. On the Road with Francis of Assisi by Linda Bird 
Francke follows the travels of St. Francis. Making a Heart for 
God: A Week Inside a Catholic Monastery by Diane Aprile 
provides an overview of the benefits of taking the time to 
refresh body, mind and soul in a situation where solitude and 
silence prevail. Voices of Silence: Lives of the Trappists Today 
by Frank Bianco, who visited 12 Trappist monasteries in the 
United States to get a glimpse at monks of who have given 
themselves to prayer, solitude and silence. Speaking of 
silence, the film “Into Great Silence” depicts the 
contemplative experience of Carthusian monks. 

However we travel, whether literally or mentally, we can 
carry with us these ancient words: “God over me, God under 
me, God before me, God behind me, I on my path, O God, 
Thou, O God in my steps” (Carmina Gadelica). Happy 
journeying.  • Joanna Kruckenberg 

 

Stewardship and Vacations 
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Contribute to a 60 year tradition of saving lives on Sunday, July 13.  You never need a special reason to celebrate the blessed 

opportunity to give the gift of life! But why not take this chance to follow in the footsteps of generous donors who have been 
giving blood at Bloodsource since 1948 (and, at St. James, since 2002). After experiencing a dip in donations last summer, we'd 
love to mark this event by getting 60 donors in to the Memorial Center from 9 am – 1 pm on Sunday, July 13. 

We welcome all parishioners who would like to try to give blood to come. Please keep in mind that rules for eligibility are 
constantly changing . . . so even if you were ineligible in the past, you might be eligible now (unless you have donated since May 
18). You can call Bloodsource with questions (1-866-82-BLOOD), or stop by on the day of the drive to speak with a helpful nurse. 

To schedule an appointment or to volunteer to help, please contact Julie Utz (756-3636 x 206) or Kate (��������	������
���� ) 
or stop by at the registration tables after mass on the weekend of June 28-29. 

Everyone who tries to give blood will have the chance to choose between 31-derful flavors with a coupon for a free pint of ice 
cream at Baskin Robbins.  

Thank you, St. James, for your continuing support of this vital event. •Kate Dreher 
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The next issue of The Scroll will provide information for Sept. 1- 
Nov. 30.  Deadline for all copy delivery is Wednesday, Aug. 6 by 
noon.  FAX to 758-1488,  e-mail ���������	�������  or hand 
deliver to The Secretariat office, 340 G St. 

St. James Community Gift  
� ��$� % ���

The St. James Community Gift is a program developed 
by St. James Parishioners to share a portion of the weekend 
collections with charitable organizations nominated by St. 
James parishioners.  The criteria for the nomination are 
described on the reverse side of the nomination forms which 
are in the information box area of the foyers of the church. 

JULY 6:    SEE-TRUST, India 

JULY 13:  St. Mark’s Mission Church of Harlem 

JULY 20:   St. Vincent de Paul, St. James Parish 

JULY 27:   Citizens Who Care, Davis 

 

AUGUST 3:  St. Labre Indian School, Ashland, Montana 

AUGUST 10: Diocesan Collection—Catholic 
Communications—gift will be added to 
individual donations. 

AUGUST 17: Newman Catholic Center, San Luis Obispo 

AUGUST 24: Craftsmen for Christ, Yuba City 
• Vernette Marsh 

The following youth of St. James parish were confirmed by Bishop Jaime Soto on March 28, 2008:  Alexander 
Agius, Sandra Arredondo, Christina Balsdon, Eric Bikoba, Alexa Bridge, Glenn Carson, Mary Collins, Alex De 
Benedictis, Corryn Deegan, Daniela DeMarini, Esther DiCarlo, Joseph Donaldson, Vanessa Gallardo, Juliana 
Green, Cameron Hayes, Rebecca Horn, Matthew Hughes, Nicholas Katsaris, Taylor Klisiewicz, Simon Kolding, 
Aleczander Lesnick, Edward Lesnick, Corinna Ma, Richard MacNeil, Marissa Mar, Emily McNamara, Tayler 
McNece, Bethany Nemeth, Theodore Nicholson, Katharina O’Brien, Carmela Padilla, Teresa Pilon, Marco 
Poort, Jacqueline Rodriguez, Kevin Rorke, Felicia Salinas, Christianni Sangervasi, Xotchil Sarabia, Laura 
Schembri, Grace Schwedler, Annabelle Soares, Hannah Sprang, James Stone, Andrew VandenBrink, Jonathon 
Vorpe, Celsiana Warwick, and Patricia Yacob. • Linda O’Hara  



  

 

Parish Office��756-3636 

Rev: Daniel Looney, Pastor 
Msgr. Andrew Coffey, Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Richard Blinn, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
Rev. David Fontaine, 0. Carm., Newman  Center 
Deacon Paul Taloff,                  756-3709 
Deacon Sam Colenzo,               756-7388 
Deacon Clark Goecker,            756-4148 
Betty Paro, Administrative Secretary 
Pattie Kelleher, Bookkeeper 
Bertha Hernandez, Housekeeper 

Fax: 756-5342 
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St. James Parish is a Catholic community united by faith. 
We are called to evangelize and assist in the faith formation 
of all who seek Jesus Christ. We respect and promote the 
dignity of all people. With the help of the Holy Spirit, we 
serve as stewards of our faith community and live our 
beliefs by:  

• placing the Eucharist at the center of our parish life, 
• grounding our personal lives in the sacraments and in 

the gospel of Jesus Christ,   
• fostering each parishioner’s lifelong search to 

experience and understand Christ and His Church,  
•  inviting all people from diverse cultures and walks of 

life to share community with us, and 
• becoming active disciples in God’s work through our 

service to one another within the parish and in the 
greater community. 

Pastoral Offices 1275 B St. 
(530) 756-3636             FAX (530) 756-5342 

www.stjamesdavis.org 
 Rev. Loreto “Bong” Rojas, Pastor Rev. Richard Blinn, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
 Msgr. Andrew Coffey, Pastor Emeritus  
 Pattie Kelleher, Administrative Secretary 
 Linda O’Hara , Religious Ed Director Patrick Scribner, Financial Officer 
 Marianne Edwards, Rel. Ed./Facility Mgr. Ronnie Nosek, Religious Ed Coordinator 
 Julie Utz, Pastoral Care Coordinator Peter Bridge, Asst. Facilities Mgr. 
 Vacant, Director of Music Pat Colenzo, Baptism & Marriage Prep. 
 Rosalina Guadarrama, Spanish  
  Ministry/ Bulletin 

 

 MINISTRIES 
 Deacon Sam Colenzo 756-7388 Annulments:  Clark Goecker 756-4148 
 Deacon Clark Goecker 756-4148 Adult Initiation:  Roy Bibbens 753-8194 
 Deacon Joe O’Donnell 756-5256 Families Group:  Susan Holmes 757-2946 
 Deacon Paul Taloff 756-3709 New Day:  Mark Gidding  753-7972 
 Welcome:  Janice Ashley 756-7402 

PASTORAL COUNCIL Gospel Justice:  Guy Turner  297-6449 
 Veronique Bikoba 406-1154 Knts of Columbus:  Robert Lilly  759-9960 
 Rich Collins 756-5313 Women’s Guild: Martha White  756-9541 
 Paul Donald 756-6788 Stewardship: Steve Warnock 756-0731 
 Rosalina Guadarrama 661-2582  Tom Kesinger 758-6566 
 Susan Holmes 757-2946 St. Vincent de Paul: Lawrence Wold 756-3310 
 Tim O’Brien 758-3830 Lazarus:  Betty Paro  756-8835 
 Maria Saldana-Seibert 757-7372  Patrick Scribner 666-5613 
 Elisabeth Sherwin 758-7559 20s-30s:  Vacant   
 Mary Stambusky 753-5305 Respect Life Barbara Jimenez 902-2939 

 
St. James School 1215 B Street 

756-3946 
Tom Yurkovic , Principal               Beverly Juhnke, Admin. Secretary 

 

 


