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Briefly 
Spring—when the world tells us it is time to 
renew.  While I am no expert historian or 
theologian, can it really be an accident that 
Easter renewal with its Baptisms and 
Confirmations, Pentecost with its fire of 
spirit, academic graduations, marriages, and 
ordinations all tend to congregate at this time 
of year?  This spirit of renewal is not limited 
to just a few; the joy of renewal applies to all 
of us  as we journey  through celebration  and  

reflection to become ourselves.  God knows our full potential and 
wants nothing more than to tell us how to reach it and be one with 
Him.  Our lives go on day after day until our last day.  On that day, 
we take with us what we have become in our hearts and in our 
souls.   

So, how are we called to become ourselves?  Scripture is 
always a good place to start and the more recent or pertinent the 
better.  The Gospel for June 8 couldn’t be more timely—the call of 
Matthew to be an Apostle.  I try to imagine what Matthew was 
thinking as he did his day to day work as a tax collector.  (Tax 
collectors at that time were notorious extortionists.)  What was 
going through Matthew’s head the day Jesus came up and called 
Matthew to join Him?  Matthew left everything to start a new life 
with Christ.  Matthew didn’t yet know who this guy Jesus was but 
clearly Matthew was ready to listen and Jesus shook Matthew out of 
his doldrums and into a new attitude toward life.  After the Spirit 
descended upon the Apostles at Pentecost, Matthew went forward 
to spread the Good News.  He must have been good at it since the 
first book of the Gospels is written in his name.  On Matthew’s last 
day on earth, he had become so much more himself compared to the 
trapped person he had been.  Matthew had acknowledged the 
hunger in his soul, the desire for true freedom.  He found fulfillment 
and freedom in living as a disciple of Christ.  We don’t all need to 
drop everything we do but we do need to bring Christ into 
everything we do.  Adding the life of Christ to our lives brings us 
renewed joy that will not be found anywhere else.  We move from 
old habits to new revelation; we become ourselves—free. 

Providentially, this reading about Matthew occurs on the first 
Sunday after the Ordination of the 2008 class of Permanent 
Deacons to the diocese.  I am grateful to so many people of St. 
James who supported me in this journey and I ask for your 
continued prayers as I begin to serve the parish, the diocese and all 
the people of God in my vocation.  I look forward to working and 
praying with you. 

 
Joe O’Donnell 
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For the past five years Joe and Martha 
O’Donnell have been in formation for the 
Permanent Diaconate.  Joe, along with 16 other 
classmates will be ordained on June 7 at 10:00 am 
at the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament.  All are 
welcome but come early as seating will be tight.  
Please welcome Joe and Martha into this new 
level of service in the church. 
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We are looking for people who would be 

willing to help host the hospitality hours after the 
9:30 am masses beginning in the fall when the one 
year service of the group currently hosting them 
will end. 

If you can help, or have any questions, please 
call or email Vincent DiCarlo at 530-753-1324 or 
��������	�������
��
����   • Vincent DiCarlo 
 

Changes are Coming to  
THE SCROLL  

In an effort to reduce spending on postage, 
conserve trees, and to make better use of updated 
technology, The Scroll is undergoing 
transformation. 

The Weekly Bulletin will remain the means 
for parishioners to keep up to date on upcoming 
events.  The Scroll, which will commence in 
September 2008 to become a quarterly 
publication,  will feature articles of an 
educational nature.   

In addition, parishioners will be encouraged 
to receive The Scroll online rather than by 
traditional mailing if possible.  Please see the 
insert in this issue for more information.  • Editor 
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Our Forerunners in the Faith 
Nuestros Precursores en la Fe 

June/Junio 
St. Clotilde/Sta. Clotilda, 475-545 

 
Daughter of King Chilperic II of Burgundy, she was 

brought up Catholic in a time when pagans and Arian 
heretics predominated among the barbarians.  The pagan 
Frankish king Clovis I sought her as his wife, and they 
were married in 493.  By example, prayer, and argument, 
she led him to Christianity, and he was baptized in 496 
along with 3000 of his followers.  The kingdom of this 
first Catholic barbarian king would eventually become the 
nation of France, “eldest daughter of the Church.”   

In 508 Clovis built in Paris the Church of SS. Peter 
and Paul, on the site of a small oratory commemorating St. 
Genevieve (a Parisian heroine who had died in 502).  He 
was buried there in 511. 

Clotilde became the stepmother of Clovis’s oldest son, 
then gave birth to three sons herself.  She tried to bring the 
boys up as good Christians.  After their father died, 
however, they became caught up in rivalries, treachery, 
and violence.  She suffered a great deal, especially when 
two grandsons were killed by their uncles. 

Clotilde retired to Tours and dedicated the last three 
decades of her life to prayer and to caring for the poor and 
sick.  She died there after a long illness, but she was buried 
in Paris beside her husband.  Not long after, the Church of 
SS. Peter and Paul was renamed after St. Genevieve.  
(Twelve centuries later it was rebuilt on a grand scale by 
Louis XV.  Since then it has repeatedly taken turns being a 
church and a secular building. Now called the Pantheon, it 
attests to tragic and avoidable conflicts.) 

St. Clotilde is patroness of adopted children (among 
others).  Her feast-day is June 3rd. 
 

Hija del Rey Chilperico II de Borgoña, se crió católica 
en una época en que predominaban, entre los bárbaros, 
paganos y herejes arianos.  El pagano rey franco Clovis I la 
quiso como esposa, y se casaron en 493.  A punta de 
ejemplo, oraciones, y razones, lo condujo a la fe cristiana, y 
fue bautizado en 496 con 3000 de sus partidarios.  El reino 
de este primer rey bárbaro católico llegaría a ser la nación 
francesa, “la hija mayor de la Iglesia.”  

En 508 Clovis erigió en París la Iglesia de los SS 
Pedro y Pablo, en el sitio de un pequeño oratorio en 
conmemoración de Sta. Genoveva (heroína parisiense 
muerta en 502).  Allí sepultaron al rey en 511. 

A Clotilda le tocó ser madrastra del hijo mayor de 
Clovis; después le nacieron tres hijos a ella.  Procuró 
criarlos a todos como buenos cristianos.  Pero una vez 
muerto Clovis se involucraron en rivalidades, traiciones, y 
violencia.  Mucho sufrió ella, especialmente cuando perdió 
a dos nietos, asesinados por sus tíos. 

Clotilda se retiró a Tours y dedicó las últimas tres 
décadas de su vida a rezar y a cuidar a los enfermos y a los 
pobres.  Allí murió tras larga enfermedad, pero fue 
sepultada en París, al lado de su marido.  Poco después se 
le dio nuevo nombre a la Iglesia de los SS Pedro y Pablo: 
Sta. Genoveva.  (Pasados doce siglos fue reconstruida en 
gran escala por Luis XV.  Desde entonces ha tomado 
repetidos turnos como iglesia y como edificio civil.  Hoy 
en día el Panteón, atestigua conflictos trágicos y evitables.) 

Santa Clotilda es patrona de los niños adoptivos (entre 
otros).  El día de su fiesta es el 3 de junio. 

 • Julian Irias / Julián Irías 
 

 

 

Deacon Paul Taloff and Fr. Richard Blinn 
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When the SROLL publication was first sanctioned, I joined with other 
editors and writers for all the previous editions you have received over the 
years. 

My contribution to today’s issue is to say goodbye, as by July 1, 2008,  I 
will be transferred to the Jesuit Center in Los Gatos to work there and on 
occasion to celebrate mass in nearby parishes and convents, and respond to 
requests for other pastoral ministries. 

My “goodbye” is filled with many fond memories from the past 18 years at 
St. James and I say this with a great sense of gratitude to all of you, for your 
kindnesses, fellowship and hospitality. 

As for my future, I will continue to write and take photos and work in the 
Jesuit archives.   I will continue to monitor my website, 



��
������������������ , which has received 150,000 visits since my 
membership with my provider geocities. 

My upcoming tour of Turkey will hopefully evolve into a website at the 
invitation of my Jesuit peers at U.C. Berkeley.  My earlier travels to Europe 
also included traveling to Turkey, so I now have 17 years of photos on the 
Steps of St. Paul.    • Fr. Richard Blinn, S.J. 
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The mission of the St. James Youth Ministry is to serve the youth of our parish and our community at large by:  

1. Empowering youth to live as disciples of Christ.  
2. Promoting spiritual growth through a deeper understanding of the Word. 
3. Providing a fun and safe learning environment for teens. 
4. Establishing a young voice in our parish and community. 
5. Using our gifts and talents for developing our community through activities and retreats. 

As members of the St. James Youth Ministry, you are invited to take responsibility for the youth group and help it grow.  The 
necessity of youth participation in the church is of utmost importance.  Pope Benedict XVI stated the need clearly in his meeting 
with young people and seminarians during his visit to the United States earlier this year:  “What about today? What are you 
seeking? What is God whispering to you?...Nourished by personal prayer, prompted in silence, shaped by the Church’s liturgy you 
will discover the particular vocation God has for you. Embrace it with joy. You are Christ’s disciples today. Shine his light upon 
this great city and beyond. Show the world the reason for the hope that resonates within you. Tell others about the truth that sets 
you free.” 

To join or find more information about the St. James Youth Ministry as a teen, parent, or volunteer, you can visit our website 
at�


������������  or call (530) 756-3636 Ext. 211.   • Flora Rutaganira 
 

Support Newman Center’s Tijuana House 
Building Project With Work Projects  

  
This year, 25 students will leave Davis on December 26 to spend a week in 

Tijuana to help a family build a house. In addition to the gift of their time, talent 
and youthful energy, these students also bring gifts and treats to the young 
children they will daily encounter during building project. This effort is funded 
($15,000 for transportation and building supplies) entirely by the students 
through several fund-raising activities. 

Summer Work Projects—college students are available during the summer to 
help with household projects and chores (yard work, cleaning gutters and 
windows, small repairs, moving furniture, painting, etc.).  Call Newman Center at 
753-7393 to get some “helping hands” and support the Tijuana House Building 
Project. • Deacon Clark Goecker 

������������������� � �
AMEN:  The only part of a prayer that 
everyone knows. 

CHOIR:  A group of people whose 
singing allows the rest of the parish to 
lip-sync. 

HOLY WATER:  A liquid whose 
chemical formula is H2OLY. 

JESUITS:  An order of priests known for 
their ability to find colleges with good 
basketball teams. 

PEW:  A medieval torture device still 
found in Catholic churches. 
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Good stewards act with kindness toward one another, for 
when we focus exclusively on our personal concerns, we 
ignore the fact that we are all part of the body of Christ. We 
are meant to be part of a community sharing with each other. 
By being kinder we can grow into a sense of 
interconnectedness. When we are unkind to someone else, we 
harm ourselves as well, for we are all one body in Christ. It 
probably takes a saint to fully grasp that but we can all aspire 
to that knowledge. We can work at seeing that others are not 
so different from ourselves. As St. Vincent de Paul put it: 
“Make it a practice to judge persons and things in the most 
favorable light at all times and under all circumstances.” 

Part of being able to be kind to each other is learning to 
appreciate and be grateful for what we have been given, as it 
becomes much easier to share. When we operate from the 
feeling that we do not have enough, then the idea of giving 
anything away is scary. We harden our hearts (in the words of 
the Psalmist) so as to not feel the fear of not having enough, 
yet when we push past that fear and open our hearts instead 
and do acts of benevolence, we feel enriched. As Harold 
Kushner put it: “When you carry out acts of kindness you get 
a wonderful feeling inside. It is as though something inside 
your body says, yes, this is how I ought to feel.” 

However, we cannot entirely judge the value of doing acts 
of kindheartedness based on the feeling at that moment. 
Sometimes the intended recipient might push our act of 
kindness away or someone might make fun of us for being 
unkind. The Aesop fable says it this way: “No act of kindness, 
no matter how small, is ever wasted.” Even if the other person 
does not appreciate our kindness at the moment, they may 
later. We plant seeds of kindness, and they grow and blossom 
in their own time. 

 We also might examine our kind act and see if it really 
was caring in the eyes of the recipient. We need to feel our 
way into what it is like to be the other person. Perhaps we can 
take the risk and ask them what they did not like. We should  

  
 

 

not let this paralyze us, though. Usually the other person is 
simply on guard and it takes a period of being treated kindly 
before being able to accept the helpfulness. If we continue to 
sow seeds of kindness, many of them will sprout. 

Fear is common. Sometimes it is our fear that keeps us 
from acting with kindness. Love is the antidote to fear and it 
can help us respond with compassion. As the Bible says: 
“There is no room in love for fear. Well-formed love banishes 
fear. Since fear is crippling, a fearful life—fear of death, fear 
of judgment—is one not fully formed in love” 
(I John 4:17). 

What happens when people are unkind? Willa Cather 
said: “When kindness has left people, even for a few 
moments, we become afraid of them as if their reason had left 
them. When it has left a place where we have always found it, 
it is like shipwreck; we drop from security into something 
malevolent and bottomless.” We usually react to their 
unkindness by becoming aggressive ourselves or by being 
afraid. Perhaps all we can do at those times is to treat 
ourselves with kindness, but it is truly the benevolence of 
others that restores us to our place in the community which is 
why it is important for us to go out of our way to be kind to 
those who have been treated in unkind ways. 

In the parable of the Good Samaritan, the real fault of the 
priest and Levite was not their lack of charity. It was their 
failure to notice what was needed. They had taught themselves 
to distract their attention from anything that might intrude 
upon their comfortable state. How often do we do that, too? 
We just do not notice. The Samaritan saw what was needed, 
and he did it. To live more compassionately, we have to start 
noticing even if it makes us uncomfortable. 

Being kinder can be more important than we usually 
believe. Albert Schweitzer wrote: “Constant kindness can 
accomplish much. As the sun makes ice melt, kindness causes 
misunderstanding, mistrust and hostility to evaporate.”  

• Joanna Kruckenberg 

Acts of Kindness 

Save the date to Save a Life:  
7th Annual Summer Blood Drive on July 13 

There are so many reasons to come give the gift of life on Sunday, July 13 at the 7th annual Summer Blood Drive. Here’s 
one: 

After years of enjoying the joys of marriage, motherhood, and good health, Vicki suddenly succumbed to leukemia when she 
was 39 years old. 113 donors provided the gift of life that enabled Vicki to survive the first round of the struggle, and when the 
leukemia resurfaced and she needed a bone marrow transplant from her brother, more blood donors came to her rescue. Vicki, her 
two daughters, and her husband are continuing to enjoy life together thanks to the donations of MANY generous individuals. 
In our parish, we have MANY generous people who regularly help meet this vital and continual need for blood. But, we’re always 
looking for new donors and helpers. After experiencing a dip in donations last summer, we’d like to collect 50 pints this year on 
Sunday, July 13, in the Memorial Center, between 9 am and 1 pm. To schedule an appointment or to volunteer to help, please 
contact Julie (756-3636 x 206) or Kate (��������	����������� ), or stop by at the registration tables after mass on the weekend of 
June 28-29. 

One of our coordinators has moved away, so we’re especially looking to find someone who is willing to help with publicizing 
future blood drives, beginning in January of 2009. 

Please remember that if you have donated after May 18 you will not be eligible to donate at our drive. And please contact 
Bloodsource if you have any additional questions (1-866-82-BLOOD).   

And, if you’re not convinced yet . . . remember that everyone who tries to donate receives a coupon for a free pint of ice 
cream from Baskin Robbins. What a sweet treat to add to the joy of Christian service! • Kate Dreher 
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���	�������  or hand 
deliver to The Secretariat office, 340 G St. 

St. James Community Gift  
�����

A portion of the collection at all weekend masses in June will 
be given to the following charities nominated by St. James 
parishioners to receive the Community Gift. 

June 1:  NAMI of Yolo County supports services to 
mentally ill patients of Yolo County and their families 
through education, counseling, peer support, referrals to 
resources, advocacy, and special projects.  

June 8:  Society of St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart supports 
the operation of seminaries to train African American priests, 
the care of the poor, aged and sick, as well as assistance to 
the poorer schools and parishes of the African Americans 
served by the Society. 

June 15:  The House of Hope and Light (Beit-el-Nour) in 
Lebanon provides multiple services, including a rehab center 
for women prisoners, programs for victims of prostitution and 
abuse, a rehab center for delinquent boys, a home for children 
who are orphans, the homeless, and special social cases, and 
literacy programs for boys and girls.  The program is a 
church outreach under the Greek-Catholic Patriarchate. 

June 22:  Cristo Rey High School, located in Sacramento, 
providing Catholic education with vocational training and 
experiences for students who could not otherwise financially 
afford a Catholic education.  The Community Gift will be 
designated for direct service to the needs of students in their 
vocational experiences. 

June 29:  Diocesan Collection, Peter’s Pence Collection 
for Our Holy Father  adds support to the church-wide 
collections to support programs and needs identified by Our 
Holy Father.  The Community Gift will be added to the 
donations of individual parishioners. 

Community Gifts are nominated by the parishioners of St. 
James.  Please consider nominating your favorite charities 
that could utilize the additional support the Gift provides.  
Nomination forms and directions are in the foyers of the 
church.  If you have any questions or need additional 
information, please call Tom Kesinger, 758-6566. 

• Vernette Marsh 

Easter Thanks 
I would like to give a big thank you to those people 

who helped put together the beautiful flower baskets for 
Easter:  

Marissa Finlayson, Barbara Taloff, Susan Holmes,  
Cheryl Murphy, Ann Rost, and Pat Di Girolamo 

I would also like to thank John Murphy for helping with 
the hanging of the banners, and our inspirational advisors 
Fr. Richard and Deacon Paul.  • Maria Sargent 

 

PAPER DRIVE BENEFITS 
COMMUNITY 

Generous donations of assorted paper products were 
collected on March 1 & 2 to serve the needy in our parish 
and community.  Multiple packages of toilet paper, paper 
towels, kitchen wraps, napkins, and Kleenex were supplied 
to more than 40 households and to nine non-profit 
organizations serving the poor, the mentally ill, the abused 
and the homeless in Davis.  Paper goods continue to be 
passed on to needy families.  The success of this event 
rests in the hands of many people.  The members of our St. 
Vincent de Paul Society are very grateful to Teresa & 
Mark Simi and all the St. James School families, Jean 
Savoia and Adair Savoia, Mary Guardado of the Newman 
Center staff, Greg DiDio of Nugget Market, and our St. 
James parishioners.  Your help has made this outreach a 
great success!! Thank you all so very much!! • Julie Utz 
 

May you have enough happiness  
to make you sweet, enough trials  

to make you strong, enough sorrow 
to keep you human, and enough hope 

to make you happy. 



  

 

Parish Office��756-3636 

Rev: Daniel Looney, Pastor 
Msgr. Andrew Coffey, Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Richard Blinn, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
Rev. David Fontaine, 0. Carm., Newman  Center 
Deacon Paul Taloff,                  756-3709 
Deacon Sam Colenzo,               756-7388 
Deacon Clark Goecker,            756-4148 
Betty Paro, Administrative Secretary 
Pattie Kelleher, Bookkeeper 
Bertha Hernandez, Housekeeper 

Fax: 756-5342 
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Pastoral Offices 1275 B St. 

(530) 756-3636 FAX (530) 756-5342 
www.stjamesdavis.org 

  
Rev. Loreto “Bong” Rojas, Pastor Rev. Richard Blinn, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
Msgr. Andrew Coffey, Pastor Emeritus  
 Pattie Kelleher, Administrative Secretary 
Linda O’Hara , Religious Ed Director Patrick Scribner, Financial Officer 
Marianne Edwards, Rel. Ed./Facility Mgr. Ronnie Nosek, Religious Ed Coordinator 
Julie Utz, Pastoral Care Coordinator Peter Bridge, Asst. Facilities Mgr. 
Nathan Reinking, Director of Music Pat Colenzo, Baptism & Marriage Prep. 
Rosalina Guadarrama, Spanish Ministry/  
   Bulletin 
 
Deacon Sam Colenzo 756-7388 

MINISTRIES 
Annulments:  Clark Goecker 756-4148  
Adult Initiation:  Roy Bibbens 753-8194 

Deacon Clark Goecker 756-4148 
Deacon Paul Taloff 756-3709 
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Veronique Bikoba 406-1154 
Rich Collins 756-5313 
Paul Donald 756-6788 
Rosalina Guadarrama 661-2582 
Susan Holmes 757-2946 
Tim O’Brien 758-3830 
Maria Saldana-Seibert 757-7372 
Elisabeth Sherwin 758-7559 
Mary Stambusky 753-5305 

Families Group: Susan Holmes 757-2946 
New Day:  Mark Gidding  753-7972 
Welcome:  Janice Ashley 756-7402 
Gospel Justice:  Guy Turner  297-6449 
Knts of Columbus:  Robert Lilly  759-9960 
Women’s Guild: Martha White  756-9541 
Stewardship: Steve Warnock 756-0731 
  Tom Kesinger 758-6566 
St. Vincent de Paul: Lawrence Wold 756-3310 
Lazarus:   Betty Paro  756-8835 
 Patrick Scribner 666-5613 
20s-30s:  Tom Newcomb  297-0144 
Respect Life Barbara Jimenez 902-2939 

 St. James School 1215 B Street 
756-3946 

Tom Yurkovic , Principal Beverly Juhnke, Admin. Secretary 
 

St. James Parish is a Catholic community united by faith. 
We are called to evangelize and assist in the faith formation 
of all who seek Jesus Christ. We respect and promote the 
dignity of all people. With the help of the Holy Spirit, we 
serve as stewards of our faith community and live our 
beliefs by:  

• placing the Eucharist at the center of our parish life, 
• grounding our personal lives in the sacraments and in 

the gospel of Jesus Christ,   
• fostering each parishioner’s lifelong search to 

experience and understand Christ and His Church,  
•  inviting all people from diverse cultures and walks of 

life to share community with us, and 
• becoming active disciples in God’s work through our 

service to one another within the parish and in the 
greater community. 

 


